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upnluyib omiing eupenns SLIGLHTE LI BL LTTGH D).
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19 K&55Gauetr@ib. yFCau, @)L _dens erairn HHad ererrny GLIM(HeT
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The Role of Tamizhisai in Preserving and Promoting
Tamil Cultural Heritage in Mauritius

Dr Adi Sankara Peruman OSK
Associate Professor, Head, Centre for Technology Enabled Learning
Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Moka, Republic of Mauritius.

Introduction

Mauritiusisanisland found in the Indian Ocean around 2,000 kilometers
off the southern shore of the African continent. It is a nation recognized
for its diverse multicultural environment where people from various
continents have migrated. The island was settled by the Dutch in 1598 and
was left abandoned in 1710. The island was a French colony from 1715
t01810. The British took over Mauritiusin 1810 until March 12, 1968 when
the nation achieved independence. Primarily,many peoples can be traced
back to Indian origins. The Tamil community in Mauritius has significantly
contributed to the development of the Republic. Furthermore, it has
succeeded in keeping the Tamil culture alive by preserving its language
andTamizhisai. Mauritius is famous for being a multicultural destination
where several cultures converge. The Tamil community possessesits unique
identity, reflected in the Tamil script on the bank notes of Mauritius. In
addition to its wide range of food diversity, dress and festivals, Tamizhisai
represents another facet of our rich cultural heritage that has been preserved
and continues to be promoted. Tamizhisai has developed in Mauritius, yet
the tradition remains vibrant. How was this accomplished? This article will
focus on Tamizhisai’s Role of in Preserving and Promoting Tamil Cultural
Heritage in Mauritius. What are the elements that have played a role for
the Tamil Community to preserve and promote Tamizhisai tradition? What
are the forms and functions of Tamizhisaiin Mauritius and; lastly what are
the challenges in relation to Tamizhisai ? These are the research questions
that will be addressed. Not much research has been conducted on thistopic
so far. The methodology approach would be mainly descriptive and
analytical focusing on the reflection of the evolution in Tamizhisai .

Historical Context

The Tamils arrived in Mauritius during theinitial period of French rule
in 1721, originating from India, primarily from the Madras Port. They arrived
as talented artisans and subsequently as contracted workers. Mauritius has
a Tamil community of approximately 115,000, with most migrating from
Tamil Nadu since 1727. The majority of the indentured workers were
dispatched to labor on sugar cane plantations, where they constructed nearly
125 Tamil temples close to their workplace throughout the island. They
resided, labored, and upheld their spiritual traditions, including music such
as the Naadagam, many years ago. Currently, there is a kovil linked to
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almost every sugarcane factory. The people have preserved their music and
faith through temple worship ever since. A nation’s music and folklore are
ideal for experiencing the vibrant culture of acountry. Mauritiusisenriched
by diverse musical styles, incorporating sounds and rhythms from Western,
Eastern, and African cultures that have influenced its history. Additionally,
a few have fused to form distinct patterns. For along time, many diverse
individuals have brought along their talentsto work, aswell astheir music,
dance, and instruments, since for some, music is an essential part of their
lives.

Forms and Functions of Tamizhisai in Mauritius

Tamil celebrations hold great popularity in Mauritius. The primary Tamil
celebration observed in Mauritius is Thai poosam Cavadee during the Thai
month. It is a national celebration and recognized as a public holiday.
Thiruppugazh hymns are popular in Mauritius and are frequently sung by
worshippers. Avinaasi Pattu is also popular and is performed particularly
during the Cavadee day procession. Carnatic Music pieces dedicated to
Lord Murugan are showcased by specialistsin the area. The Arunagirinathar
Utsavam is held not only to uphold and encourage Thiruppugazh hymns
but also to provide opportunitiesfor artists to showcase their talents. Various
groups are encouraged to record devotional songs about Murugan for our
National TV, the Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation (MBC). Sittirai
Cavadee, Vaighasi Visaagham, Aavani Moolam Aadi Karthigai, and
Panguni Uttiram are becoming popular and are celebrated in Mauritius.
Tamizhisai are promoted and nurtured during these festivals. Katcheris are
organized by various Kovil during the Kandha Shasthi and Karthigai
Deepam festivals. Nadeshwaram and Thavil musicians are associated with
various kovil-s and are part of the ceremonies. Players from Tamil Nadu
also perform at weddings and various events, thereby preserving another
type of traditional music in Mauritius.

These mechanisms for Tamizhisai are also applied to other festivals
such as Maha Sivaratree, where Thevaram and other Thirumurai hymns
are performed, and Govinden Purattasi Thiruvizha, which is growing in
popularity each year due to the consistent involvement of the Tamil
community. Throughout the entire month of “Purattasi,” prayers are
conducted, providing various bhajanam groups the chance to sing
devotional songs at varioustemples acrosstheisland. Every temple ensures
theinstallation of a podium, attractive decorations, and a high-quality sound
system to accommodate musicians and dancers who come to perform. The
majority of Bhajanam Koorthams will feature multiple singers, with one
serving as the lead vocalist. They will be joined by the Harmonium,
Mridangam, Veenai, Keyboard, and Tabla. Theemidee (fire walking) festival
is a well-known event featuring Thappu playing, along with various
traditional music and dance performances. Today, the younger generation
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has transformed Thappu playing by incorporating instruments such as the
Pambai and Kai Silambu. During events such as the Tamil New Year, the
youth are quiteinvolved and they take it upon themsel vesto arrange cultural
performances and stage presentations featuring Tamil film music and fusion
dance. This serves as a significant motivation and essential elements
showing that Tamizhisai is thriving in Mauritius.

Institutional Support and Promotion

Mauritius is the sole nation on the African continent that provides
structured courses in Indian Music and where Tamil Music plays a
significant role. This represents the pride of the Tamil community in
Mauritius. Different organizations are dedicated to advancing Tamizhisaiin
Mauritius. Among these, the Mauritius Tamil Cultural Centre Trust
(MTCCT) was founded in 2001 and the Mahatma Gandhi Institute (MGI)
was founded in 1970. Both are parastatal organizations are under the
Ministry of Arts and Culture and the Ministry of Education and Human
Resource, respectively. The goal of the MTCCT isto maintain and encourage
Tamil cultural values and Tamil music in Mauritius. Courses available
include Veena, Mridangam, Vocal Carnatic, Thirumurai, and Bharata Natyam
dance, all of which are unstructured and suitable for all age groups. The
Tamil Cultural Centre Trust additionally sends its musicians to various
organizationsto perform during specific festivals. The MGl has positioned
itself as a prominent entity with a multifaceted structure that includes
secondary education, tertiary education, research and publishing, along with
cultural initiatives. Currently, Vocal Carnatic music, encompassing
Thirumurai and Thiruppugazh, along with Bharatha Natyam dance, isbeing
taught in secondary schools across both government and private sectors.
Atthe MGl tertiary level, Certificate programs and Foundation courses are
established for students pursuing the Diploma, B.A Honsin Vocal Carnatic,
Mridangam, and Bharatha Natyam. M.A. program is also available in
Bharata Natyam. Both the MTCCT and the MGl provided coursesin Vocal
Carnatic at their local centres. Numerous Kovil in Mauritius have their
respective Bhajanam Koorthams (Singing groups).

Each year, numerous workshops and seminars are conducted at both
the MTCCT and the MGI, including workshop focused on Thevaram
singing. A recent workshop on Thappu playing sparked interest among young
people. Theinaugural National competition for Kolattamand Kummi dance,
held by the MTCCT in 2024, was a remarkable event that saw the
participation of approximately 30 groups. Cultural exchange with South
Africa and Reunion Island is being promoted to engage with the Tamil
diaspora and thereby enhance Tamil cultural heritage. Artists from India,
particularly from Tamil Nadu, are invited to events in Mauritius. In
Mauritius, we are fortunate to access Tamil channels such as Vijay TV and
JayaTV on private satellite television. Additionally, the MBC National TV
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offers Tamil Doordarshan TV around the clock every day. The Tamil L eague
located in the center of the island is an organization that fosters the
advancement of Tamizhisai in Mauritius. Itsgrand hall is put at the disposal
of local artists to use for their performances. It is additionally utilized to
assist other cultural groupsin organizing eventsthat celebrate Tamil culture.

Challenges and Contemporary | ssues

Mauritius has experienced a resurgence of various music styles. As a
multicultural and multilingual nation, Mauritius has served as alaboratory
for decades, creating innovative trends in music that promoteinterculturality.
The culture of Mauritius has devel oped due to extensive cultural exchange.
The biggest cooperative occasion was the fusion music genre named
“Unisson” which took place in 2011. It was a cooperative effort between
The Mahatma Gandhi Institute and the Conservatoire National de Musique
Francois Mitterrand Trust Fund. The fusion of the two distinct music systems
of Western and Indian music (Carnatic and Hindustani Music) proved to be
a successful endeavor. No collaboration has been started since then.
Currently, organizations face financial challenges in maintaining the
involvement of artists in performances. Numerous artists spent money to
pursue further education at universities and private collegesin Tamil Nadu.
They struggle greatly to continue singing, even in temples, without payment.
The majority of the temple’s management is not prepared to allocate a
distinct budget for artists. This hasturned into arather concerning problem.
A magjority of the music events occur around the temples’ activities, and
due to certain temples experiencing financial difficulties, the younger
generation struggles to engage. Because of the high expenses involved in
bringing international artists from Tamil Nadu, the associations are
managing their Bhajanam Koorthams exclusively. Documentation and an
archive for Tamil music and dance are not accessible in Mauritius. The
younger generation feels confused when they try to document their
experiences related to Tamil music and ancestral culture.

Conclusion

Tamil music in Mauritius has significantly and immensely contributed
tothe global Tamil diaspora. The Tamil community has effectively preserved
its heritage through its Music and Culture. Most temples have their bhajan
groups but are unable to afford additional expenseslike hiring international
artists. Additional cooperation in this regard must be done with kovil
associating together. The media and the press have likewise supported the
promotion of Tamil music. Articles on Tamil festivals and music are
frequently published in local press and by Tamil academic researchers.
Artists are being recognized for the National Award for their contributions
to Tamil Music in Mauritius. There's still much work to be done, such as
more cultural exchanges within the diaspora, funding for the artists, and
supporting other Tamizhisai initiatives. In Mauritius, Tamil culture centered
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around Tamizhisai has prospered. The tradition has been preserved and
transmitted inits original form across generations. The kovil-s have played
asignificant rolein preserving Tamizhisai and in the advancement of Tamil
cultural heritage in Mauritius

Reference:
Mr. T. Ammigan — Tamils in Mauritius, 1989, University of Virginia.

Premlall Mahadeo — Mauritian cultural heritage, 1995, Gold Hill Publica-
tion Ltd.

Frederic P. Miller, Agnes F. Vandome and, John Mc Brewster - Culture of
Mauritius - 2010, VDM Publishing House Ltd.

Ramoo Sooriamoorthy, Les tamouls a I'fle Maurice, 2013, Editions Le
Printemps

www.murugan.org consulted on 07 June 2025. -



Rhythmic Echoes: A Comparative Study of South Indian Tamil
and Korean Hourglass Drums (74avandaiVs Janggu)

C Dr. Mei. Chithra, Hong Kong. )

Introduction

Percussion instruments have played a vital role in shaping the musical
traditions of various cultures worldwide. Among them, hourglass-shaped
drumshold a special place in bothTamils of South Indiaand K orean musical
traditions, serving as essential components of religious rituals, folk
performances, and classical music. This study examines the similarities
and differences between TamildrumThavandai, and the Korean Janggu.

The South Indian Thavandai, Idukkai, and Udukkai have been used for
centuries in temple rituals (Rajagopal, 1970), folk performances, and war
music, showcasing their deep cultural significance. Likewise, the Janggu
in Korea has been a key instrument in court music, folk dances, and
shamanistic rituals. While these instruments share structural similarities,
their playing techniques, symbolic meanings, and historical evolution reflect
the unique cultural identities of their respective regions.

The Thavandai is an ancient Tamil percussion instrument referenced in
Sangam literature and other classical Tamil texts. It played a significant
role in traditional Tamil music, particularly in religious and folk
performances. The instrument has a distinctive drum-like structure with a
narrow waist, similar to an hourglass shape, and is deeply associated with
temple rituals, processions, and cultural events. Traditionally, the body of
the Thavandai is crafted from wood, while the drumheads are made from
animal hide, stretched tightly over both ends to produce resonant tones. It
is played either with hands or sticks, generating rhythmic beats that
accompany dance, music, and sacred rituals.

The Janggu is a traditional Korean percussion instrument with a
distinctive hourglass shape, similar in structure to the Thavandai. It iswidely
used in Korean court, folk, and religious music, serving as a rhythmic
foundation in various performances. The Janggu istraditionally made from
Paulownia wood or hardwood, with drumheads crafted from cowhide,
horsehide, or deerskin, each producing different tonal qualities. A rope and
tensioning system allow for pitch adjustments, making it a versatile
instrument. It is played using both hands with different sticks—the
Gungchae, amallet-like stick, is used on the | eft side to create deep tones,
while the Yeolchae, a thin bamboo stick, strikes the right side for higher-
pitched sounds.

By conducting a comparative analysis, this paper aims to highlight the
musical, structural, and cultural connections between these instruments. It
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also explores the shared rhythmic traditions between Tamil and Korean
musical systems, offering insightsinto possible ancient cultural exchanges
or parallel developments.Appendix A lists the images of the Tamil and
Korean drums that are dealt in this paper.

Literature Review

The study of hourglass-shaped percussion instruments across different
cultures has attracted significant scholarly interest, particularly inthefields
of ethnomusicology, archaeology, and cultural studies. While research on
Tamil instruments such as Thavandai, |dukkai, and Udukkai has largely
been rooted inclassical Tamil literature, temple inscriptions, and folk
traditions. Korean percussion instrument like the Jangguand its similar
Japanese instruments like Tsuzumi and 6tsuzumi(or 6kawa) have been
extensively documented in court music records, historical texts, and modern
musicology studies.

Tamil Hour glass Drums

Research on Tamildrums has been explored through literary and
archaeological sources. Works such as Sangam literature (c. 300 BCE-300
CE) mention the use of drums like Udukkai in war songs, temple rituals,
and folk performances (Zvelebil, 1992). Studies by Shobana (2014), Surabhi
and Manjunath (2021) highlight the presence of Idukkai and Thavandai in
temple inscriptions and folk traditions, particularly in rural Tamil Nadu.
Similar instruments are found across India, such as the Huddaka of
Himachal Pradesh, Deru of Rajasthan, Timila (also known as Thimila or
Paani) of Kerala, and others like Douru, Dhakhla, Tupadi, Panav, Aavaz,
and Eddika.

Korean Hourglass Drums

The Janggu, a widely studied Korean percussion instrument, has been
discussed in historical records such asthe and Goryeosa (15th century CE),
which document its role in court music and shamanistic performances (Ko
2015, Ko 2018). Ethnomusicologists like Howard (2016) have examined
the structural, rhythmic, and performance aspects of the Janggu, comparing
it to similar instruments like the Jingo and Yogo used in Korean Buddhist
and Confucian rituals.

Comparative Studies and Global Per spectives

Comparative studies on hourglass-shaped drums across culturesremain
limited. However, researchers such as Blacking (1976) have examined
rhythmic traditions in South and East Asian percussion, noting potential
parallels in tempo variations and dual-skin drum techniques. Bang-song
(2000) explores the transmission of musical elements between Korea and
other regions through trade and cultural exchanges, particularly during the
Silk Road era.
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Hourglass-shaped percussion instruments are found in multiple cultures,
though their design and function vary. The Damaru of North India, Dhadd
of Punjab, and the Tsuzumi of Japan closely resemble the Tamil Thavandai,
Udukkai, and ldukkai, as well as the Korean Janggu in structure. The
Damaru, associated with Hindu religious traditions, produces rhythmic beats
by twisting its corded strikers, while the Tsuzumi, used in Noh and Kabuki
theater, allows tonal variation through hand pressure. These instruments
demonstrate how hourglass drums serve both ritualistic and performance
purposes across cultures, highlighting deep-rooted musical connections
between South and East Asia.

The presence of hourglass-shaped drums across these cultures suggests
historical and functional commonalities, indicating possible cross-cultural
exchanges in musical traditions. By comparing the construction, playing
techniques, and cultural roles of these instruments, this study aimsto explore
their shared heritage and unique regional adaptations.

Thisstudy builds on existing literature by offering acomparative analysis
of Tamil and Korean hourglass drums, focusing on their musical structures,
performance techniques, and cultural significance. By integrating historical,
archaeological, and ethnomusicological sources, this paper contributes to
a broader understanding of the global evolution of percussion instruments.

M ethodol ogy

This study adopts a comparative and interdisciplinary approach to
analyze the structural, functional, and cultural similarities between Tamil
hourglass drumThavandaiand K orean hourglass drumJanggu. The research
relies on secondary sources such as Korea (Gyeongju, Buyeo, etc.),
Historical and literary referencesfromSangam literature, templeinscriptions,
and Korean classical texts (SamgukSagi, Goryeosa), Ethnomusicological
studies documenting performance techniques, material usage, and rhythmic
patterns.

A comparative framework is applied to examine structure and materia
composition-the shape, size, drumhead materials, and construction techniques,
playing techniques-stick vs. hand drumming, tonal variations, and rhythmic
complexity, musical function-contexts of use in rituas, folk traditions, and
classical music. Cultural and historical contextualization examinesthe role of
these instruments in religious, social, and ceremonial functions, identifying
possible cultural exchanges through trade routes (e.g., Silk Road, maritime
connections), comparing the evolution of drum traditions within both regions.
This methodology enables a systematic, historically grounded comparison of
these percussion traditions, contributing to abroader understanding of musical
cross-cultural influencesin Asia
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Findingsand Analysis

This section presents acomparative analysis of the Tamil hourglass drum
Thavandai and the Korean hourglass drum Janggu, focusing on their
structural features, playing techniques, musical functions, and cultural
significance.

Both traditions use wooden drum bodies, though the materials differ—
Tamil drums are crafted from jackfruit or sandalwood, whereas Korean
drums typically use paulownia or pine wood. Additionally, Tamil drums
tend to be smaller and handheld, while Korean drums are often larger,
requiring a dual-hand technique for playing.

The playing techniques of Tamil and Korean hourglass drums share
similaritiesin rhythmic expression. The Idukkai and Udukkai rely on palm
pressure and finger strikesto create tonal variations, whereas the Thavandai
and Janggu are played with sticks, enabling dynamic and forceful beats.
The Janggu employs a distinctive right-hand stick (gungchae) and left-
hand palm (chae) technique, which parallels the stick-hand interplay in
Thavandai.

Both traditions emphasize fast-paced rhythmic cycles, often forming
the backbone of ritual and performance music. The intricate drumming
patternsin Tamil Naduand Korea’s percussion groups showcase their shared
emphasis on high-energy rhythms.

In South India, the Udukkai is closely linked to temple rituals,
particularly within Shaivite traditions. It iscommonly played during temple
processions and folk worship. The Thavandai and Idukkai, on the other
hand, had historical uses in battlefield announcements and folk
performances, signaling events and gatherings.

In Korea, the Janggu and the Jingo were historically significant in court
music and Buddhist ceremonies. Over time, the Janggu became a key
instrument in Pungmul, a Korean folk percussion ensemble, much like the
ensembles of Tamil Nadu.

Both traditions link drums to religious rituals, with Shaivism and
Buddhism shaping their musical contexts. Therole of drumming inworship,
cultural celebrations, and communal performances highlights the enduring
spiritual and social significance of percussion in both regions.

Moreover, the historical connections between South India and Korea
suggest possible instrumental exchanges facilitated by Silk Road and
maritime trade networks. The ensembl e-based drumming traditionsin Tamil
music and Korean traditional music indicate a shared approach to
percussion. Additionally, the spread of Buddhism from Indiato Korealikely
influenced Korean musical traditions, integrating rhythmic styles and
ceremonia drumming into Buddhist practices.



288 @ﬁ%@ﬂ@g‘%ﬁﬁ]ﬁ | ugiurdfwi : FSSmD 2 Ssier,

Thisstudy reveal sremarkabl e parall el s between South Indian and Korean
hourglass drums, not only in structure but also in playing techniques and
cultural functions. While each region has adapted its drumming styles to
fit its cultural identity, the shared rhythmic complexity, religious
significance, and historical connectivity suggest a deep-rooted Asian
percussion tradition that evolved through trade, religion, and artistic
exchange.

Discussion

The comparative study of Tamil Thavandaiand K orean Janggu hourglass
drums highlights significant cultural, musical, and historical parallels. This
section discusses the broader implications of these findings, focusing on
shared musical traditions, historical interactions, and the potential influence
of trade and religion on the development of percussive instruments in both
regions.

The physical construction of these drums reveals a fundamental
similarity in materials and design, suggesting a shared understanding of
acoustics and musical craftsmanship. The use of wooden bodies and animal -
hide membranes, along with the hourglass shape, supports the idea that
these instruments were designed for versatile rhythmic expressions. The
TamilThavandai, like the Korean Janggu, use string tension to modulate
pitch, indicating acommon approach to percussion-based melodic variation.

Additionally, the presence of stick-play techniques in Thavandai and
Janggu suggests a parallel evolution in drumming styles, where musicians
sought both rhythmic control and dynamic range through different striking
methods. These similarities may have developed independently or asaresult
of cultural exchanges through trade and religious movements.

The strong association with religious and ritualistic traditions in both
Tamil and Korean musical contexts suggests that these drums played avital
rolein spiritual and communal life.

o In South India, Thavandai, Udukkai and ldukkai are deeply
connected to Shaivite temple traditions, often played during religious
processions and spiritual invocations.

o In Korea, Janggu and Jingo are used in Buddhist ceremonies,
Confucian rituals, and court music, demonstrating a sacred and
formal function similar to their Tamil counterparts.

This ritualistic significance points to the broader role of drums as tools of
communication, divine invocation, and social coordination. The
convergence of drumming in religious settings across these regionsimplies
that music was an integral part of spiritual storytelling and cultural
expression.
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The ancient maritime trade networks between South India and Korea,
particularly through the Silk Road and oceanic trade routes, provide a
historical basis for potential cultural exchanges.

o Buddhism’s spread from India to Korea likely carried musical
traditions and instrumental knowledge along with religious practices.

o The Tamil maritime kingdom’s interactions with Southeast Asia,
China, and Koreamay have facilitated the transfer of musical ideas,
leading to similarities in percussive traditions.

Although there is no direct textual evidence of hourglass drums being
exchanged, the shared rhythmic complexity and performance traditions
suggest an indirect influence of South Asian drumming traditions on Korean
musical developments.

Despite the strong parallels, each region also developed unique
adaptations based on cultural preferences and performance needs:

o Thavandai is more resonant, often used in outdoor settings, while
Janggu’s dual-surface playabilityallows for more tonal contrast.

a- Thavandaiemphasize handheld rhythmic control, whereas Jangguis
structured for ensemble and solo performances.

a- Tamil drumming traditionslean towards fast-paced, repetitive beats,
whereas Korean percussive stylesincorporate more dynamic tempo.

These differences highlight the regional evolution of percussive techniques,
even when the core principles remain similar.

Moreover, the Korean Janggu is believed to have originated from the
Chinese instrument Jiegu. However, historical sources suggest that Jiegu
itself may have been introduced to China from India through religious and
cultural exchanges. Given this transmission, the origins of Janggu can be
traced further back to India, particularly to the hourglass drums of Tamil
Nadu. The structural and functional similarities between Janggu and Tamil
percussion instrument Thavandai, support the possibility of ashared lineage.
This historical connection highlights the influence of early trade and
religious interactions in shaping musical traditions across Asia.

This study contributes to the field of ethnomusicology by drawing
attention to cross-cultural rhythmic traditions in South and East Asia. The
comparative analysis of Tamil and Korean hourglass drums reveals a
compelling interconnection between percussive traditions, religious
practices, and historical exchanges. While each culture developed distinct
adaptations, the underlying similaritiesin construction, playing techniques,
and cultural roles suggest a shared rhythmic heritage that has persisted
through centuries of artistic evolution.
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Limitations and Future Research Directions

This study has several limitations. Firstly, there is no direct historical
evidence linking Tamil and K orean drumming traditions, making it difficult
to establish adefinite cultural connection. Secondly, archaeological findings
of ancient drums are scarce, limiting physical verification. Theinterpretation
of musical stylesand techniquesislargely based on modern traditions, which
may differ from historical practices. Additionally, linguistic and cultural
differences pose challengesin translating and comparing historical sources.
Lastly, the study lacks experimental verification, such as acoustic analysis
or cross-cultural performance studies, which could provide deeper insights.
Future research should address these gaps through archaeol ogical, musical,
and historical approaches.

To address these limitations, future research could conduct
archaeological studiesto trace ancient drum-making techniques, use acoustic
analysis to compare tonal similarities and differences, engage in cross-
cultural performance studies with musicians from both traditions, explore
historical trade routes to examine possible cultural exchanges influencing
percussive traditions. Future studies could involve practical performance-
based research, where musicians from both traditions explore common
rhythmic structures through collaborative drumming sessions. By
overcoming these challenges, a more comprehensive understanding of the
historical and cultural significance of hourglass drumsin South Indian and
Korean traditions can be achieved.

Conclusion

This study highlights the remarkable similarities between Tamil
percussion instrumentThavandai andKorean hourglass drum Janggu.
Through a comparative analysis of their structure, playing techniques, and
cultural significance, it becomes evident that both musical traditions
emphasize rhythm as a core element of performance, deeply embedded in
religious, martial, and folk traditions.

Despite geographical and historical differences, the presence of
hourglass-shaped drums in both regions suggests the possibility of
independent yet parallel musical evolutions or cultural exchanges through
ancient trade routes. While this study sheds light on significant
commonalities, the absence of direct historical evidence linking these
traditions calls for further interdisciplinary research. Future studies
integrating archaeol ogical discoveries, musical acoustics, and performance-
based analysis could deepen our understanding of these instruments’
historical trajectories. By fostering cross-cultural dialogues, this research
contributesto the broader discourse on global musical heritage, emphasizing
the enduring role of percussion in human cultural expression.
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Ravana: The Melodic Maestro of Mythology

Gayathri Govind, Dr. R. Madhauvi,
PhD Scholar, Associate Professor& Head,
Department of Music, Tamil University, Thanjavur.

Introduction

Ravana the ten-headed demon king of Lankain the epic Ramayanais a
fascinating figure from Indian mythology. Ravanais often seen asasymbol
of power and villainy. However, beneath this surface lies a complex
personality - an exceptional musician, devout Shiva bhakta, scholar, and a
veenavirtuoso. Each of histen headsis symbolically believed to represent
mastery over the four Vedas and six Shastras, or ten human emotions like
lust, anger, greed, pride, attachment, envy, ego, hatred, fear, and intellect.

Although Ravanaisusually portrayed as the antagonist, various cultural
narratives offer a more nuanced view. In Southeast Asian traditions like
Wayan Wong (Indonesia) and Ramakien (Thailand) is revered as a heroic
and tragic figure. This diversity in interpretation makes him a rich subject
for explorationin art, dance, and storytelling. His portrayal across cultures
opens space for interpretations that embrace his musical and spiritual legacy.

Ravana and the Ragas

Ravana's musical prowess extended beyond performance; he had deep
theoretical knowledge of ragas (melodic frameworks) and talas (rhythmic
cycles).

Amrtavarsini In Hindu mythology, Ravanais associated with the ragam
Amruta Varshini. Even in Puranas, it's written that in Thretayug, when
Ravana set fire to Hanuman's tail, Hanuman set fire to entire Lanka. Then
Ravana played the Amrutha Varshini raga on his Veena and brought forth
rain to put off thefire. Amrtavarsini isarédgam created in the early nineteenth
century by Dikshitar. The name of the régam is derived from the Sanskrit
words Amrita: meaning Nectar and Varshini meaning one who causes a
shower or rain, and hence the association with rain.

Kharaharapriya Ravana is also connected to Kharaharapriya, the 22nd
melakarta raga in Carnatic music. This raga is often associated with
compassion (karunarasa). There are many theories behind the origin of the
name K haraharapriya. One of the most popular beliefsisthat when Ravana
attempted to lift Mount Kailash to demonstrate his strength, Lord Shiva,
angered by his arrogance, pinned him beneath the mountain. In pain and
repentance, Ravana sang hymns in this raga, which pleased Shiva earning
the raga the name “Hara-Priya,” meaning “dear to Shiva.”
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Instruments of Devotion

Ravana is a Symbol of Devotion through Music. Ravana’'s story
highlights music as a medium of deep emotional and spiritual expression.
His devotion to Lord Shiva, showcased through his music, serves as an
example of how art can transcend mortal boundaries and reach the divine.
Ravana is credited with either inventing or mastering several classical
instruments.

Ravanahatha The ravanahatha, a bowed string instrument still played
in Rajasthan, is believed to have been created by Ravanafor his devotional
music. Its origins trace back to the Hela (Sinhalese) people of Lanka and
remain prominent in folk traditions today. Ravana used the ravanahathain
his devotionsto the Hindu God Shiva. In the Ramayana epic, after the war
between Rama and Ravana, Hanuman returned to North India with a
ravanahatha. Theravanahathais particularly popular among street musicians
in Rajasthan, North India.

Rudra Veena Ravana s often credited with inventing or mastering the
Rudra Veena, one of the most revered classical stringed instruments. It's
believed that Ravana crafted this instrument as an offering to Lord Shiva.
Crafted with divine resonance, this instrument symbolizes Ravana’'s blend
of devotion, technical skill, and artistry. His ability to create hymns and
mel odies was seen as a bridge between mortal and divine realms, showcasing
his mastery over music as a spiritual art form. The Rudra Veena remains
symbolic in Indian classical music, representing the seamless blend of
spirituality and art.

Ravanahatha Rudra Veena

Nada Yoga and the Power of Sound

Ravana is regarded as a practitioner of Nada Yoga, the yoga of
sound, which connects the soul to the divine through musical vibrations.
NadaYogaisaform of yogathat utilizes sound to purify the mind, harmonize
the body, and connect with the divine. His deep understanding of music’s
spiritual dimension made him a master of transcendental sound. Raavana’'s
thirst for knowledge, His devotion to lord Shiva and sternness earned him
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yogic powers. He is worshipped as a god amongst many cults and is
considered the master of astrology, ayurveda and saama veda.

The Shiva Tandava Stotram

One of Ravana's most enduring contributions to devotional music and
Sanskrit poetry is the Shiva Tandava Stotram. This Stotrais renowned for
its rhythmic structure and poetic beauty, making it amasterpiece in Sanskrit
literature. The rhythmic complexity found in the Shiva Tandava Stotram
reflects Ravana’'s musical genius. Its powerful verses mimic the energy of
Shiva’'s cosmic dance, the Tandava, which symbolizes creation, preservation,
and destruction.

The Tale: Once Ravana, in his pride and ambition, decided to lift Mount
Kailash to prove his strength. Shivagot displeased with Ravana’'s arrogance,
and pressed down on the mountain with histoe, pinning Ravana beneath it.
Trapped and seeking forgiveness, Ravana used his nerves as strings, his
ten heads as resonators, and composed music to praise Lord Shiva. He played
the veena he improvised from his body and sang hymns to evoke Shiva's
mercy. It was during this moment of humility and devotion that Ravanais
said to have composed the * Shiva Tandava Stotram*, a hymn filled with
rhythmic energy and poetic brilliance. This story illustrates Ravana's ability
to turn adversity into an artistic triumph, showcasing music as a medium of
divine connection.

Visionary of the Arts

Mythologically, Ravanais celebrated as a visionary king who nurtured the
arts. His court in Lanka was a cultural epicenter for music, literature, and
scholarship. This patronage reveal s his multidimensional identity—not merely
afearsome warrior but a sophisticated connoisseur of the fine arts.

Inspiration for Classical Arts

His legacy continues to influence Asian classical arts and theater.
Ravana’s themes are intricately woven into Bharatanatyam, Carnatic
compositions, Kathakali, and various other Asian dance and theater
traditions, where they are explored with remar kable depth and nuance.
Dancers and musicians reinterpret Ravana's complex emotions, devotion,
and musical genius through performance, preserving his legend in Asia’'s
artistic memory.

Conclusion

Ravana’s contribution to music and mythology exemplifies the union
of knowledge, devotion, and creativity. Far from a one-dimensional
antagonist, he emerges as a melodic maestro, one who used music as a
medium of spiritual expression, cultural influence, and personal redemption.
His story invites reflection on how even the most complex characters in
mythology can leave behind a resonant and transformative legacy.
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Adavupostures in Geometric Forms in Padam
“Teruvil Varano”

S.Poojitha,
PG Il Year, Annamalai University, Chidambaram,
Bharatanatyam / Dance Research.

Introduction

Bharatanatyam, the classical dance form of South India, is structured
around foundational units called A davus—systematic movementsthat blend
rhythmic footwork, hand gestures (mudras), and body postures. These
elements come together to create both aesthetic beauty and symbolic
meaning. In expressive items like the padamTeruvilVarano, dancers
showcase rich abhinaya (facial expressions and storytelling) along with
intricate nritta (pure dance). Choreographers often incorporate a variety of
Adavus and geometric formations to enhance the interpretation of thelyrics
and convey the emotional depth of the piece.

Geometric Formsin key adavus

Tattuadavu,Natta adavu,K udittamettuadavu, Theermana adavu are four
commonly used adavus in Bharatanatyameach illustrated with a stick
diagram to highlight its geometric structure. These adavus are frequently
incorporated into pieces like ‘ Teruvil Varano’.

Geometric Shapes Used
—_—

rectangle Hexagonal pyramid

ISOSCLES EQUILATERAL RHOMBUS  KITE RIGHT TRAPEZIUM

O COO

CIRCLE CRESCENT  ACUTE CIRCLE ELLIPSE

M eaning of each Paragraph in the padam “ Theruvil Varano”

“TheruvilVarano” isaTamil Padam composed by MuthuThandavar, set
in Ragam Kamas and TalamRupakam. The song is a poignant expression
of longing by anayika (heroine/devotee) for Lord Nataraja of Chidambaram,
wondering if hewill pass by her street during the temple procession. Below
is a paragraph-wise meaning, capturing the emotional arc and spiritual
yearning in each segment:



weneai Falasari] HAQGIDIIT, (o6l EIITF.HENEOIT a0 ﬁ 297

1. Opening Paragraph (Pallavi)
Theruvil Varano, Ennai Sattru Tirumbi Paarano? Meaning
“Will He come down this street? Will He turn and look at me?”’

The nayika anxiously wonders if Lord Nataraja will pass by her street
during the festival procession. She yearns for just a glance from Him,
expressing both hope and uncertainty.

Geometric Figures used Rectangle, |sosceles triangle.

Anupallavi
Kurviliyodu Tirurattaiyum Udan Eri Seida Natarajan
M eaning

He is Natargja, who, along with Manmatha (Cupid), burnt the three
cities (Tripura) (all together with his third eye to ashes. This describes the
Lord’s power - He destroyed both the three demon cities and Manmatha
with asingle glance.

Geometric Figures used Equilateral triangle,Rhombus,Straight
line Kite,Right angle triangle, Trapezium.

2. First Sanchari

Vaasal M unnilaano, Enakkoru Vaachagam Sollaano, Nesam Aai Ulleno,
Kazhal Vaitta Raajani Velleno

M eaning

“Will He stand at my doorstep? Will He speak a word to me? Can |
contain my love for Him? Can |, a mere mortal, ever win over the Lord
who wears the holy anklet?’

Here, the nayika's longing intensifies. She wishes for a personal
encounter—hoping the Lord will pause at her door and speak to her. Sheis
overwhelmed by her love and wonders if she could ever attain Him, the
supreme beings.
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Geometric Figures used Hexagonal pyramid, Ellipse

3. Second Sanchari
Desikan Ambalavana Nadampuri Devaadi Devan Chidambaranathan.
M eaning

“He is the great preceptor, the Lord of Ambalavanam (Chidambaram),
the king who dances, the Lord of all gods, Chidambaranathan.”

This paragraph is a eulogy, describing the Lord’s divine attributes and his
cosmic dance at Chidambaram. The nayika acknowledges His supreme status
and her own insignificance, deepening her sense of longing and devotion.

Geometric Figuresused Circle

4. Third Sanchari

Pothu Pagadillaiye, Enakkoru Thoodhu Solvathillaiye, Ithu Arindhen
Illaiye, Enmel Kutram Yadhondrum lllaiye

M eaning

“He has not come by thisway, nor has He sent any message for me. | do
not understand why. | have committed no fault.”

The nayika is now despondent. She laments that the Lord has neither
come nor sent word, and she cannot fathom the reason. She asserts her
innocence, feeling the pain of separation and unanswered devotion.

Geometric Figures used Crescent
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5. Final Sanchari / Charanam
Devarum Aayiramvarum Pinnavarum Thozhiyavar
M eaning
“Even the thousand gods and all others worship Him.”

This closing segment reiterates the Lord's greatness, emphasizing that
even the gods bow to Him. The nayika's longing is thus set against the
backdrop of His universal adoration, highlighting the intensity and purity
of her personal devotion.

Geometric Figures used Acute triangle

CONCLUSION

Tamil padam “TeruvilVarano,” adavus are not only the basic building
blocks of dance but also serve to create distinct geometric forms on stage.
These geometric shapes—such as lines, triangles, circles, and squares—
are carefully crafted through the dancer’s body positions, footwork, and
hand gestures. The use of these geometric forms adds visual clarity,
symmetry, and aesthetic appeal to the performance, while also supporting
the narrative and emotional expression of the padam.
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The Role of Guitar in the Different Forms of Thamizhisai
( V. Vijay Arun, Dr V.V.M eenakshiJayakumar, )

Research Scholar Tamil Isai Kalloori, Tamil University, Thanjavur

Thamizhisai refers to the rich and diverse tradition of Tamil music,
particularly devotionalmusic. Rooted in therituals, culture and spirituality
of Tamil-speaking people, Thamizhisai serves as an important conduit for
expressing religious and cultural devotion through song, melody, and
rhythm. While Thamizhisai is often categorized as devotional, it
encompasses several different types, styles, and forms, each having its own
distinct features, history, and context.

The different forms of Thamizhisaiare mentioned in more detail below:
1. Classical Thamizhisai (Carnatic Influence)

Classical Thamizhisai is deeply rooted in the traditions of Carnatic
music, which is adominant style of South Indian classical music. Carnatic
music is primarily associated with Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and
Sanskrit compositions among many other. Many Tamil devotional works
are heavily influenced by this classical form. This form emphasizes ragas
(melodic scales) and thalas (rhythmic cycles), which are central to the
expressive depth of the music.

o Ragas and Panns. Thamizhisai adheres to the principles of raga,
just as Carnatic music does. These ragas convey specific emotions
(called bhavam), often used to reflect spiritual sentiments or meaning
of thelyrics. In Tamil devotional music, Panns(the Tamil equivalent
of ragas) are used in a similar way.

o Thalam (Rhythm): The rhythmic aspect of Thamizhisai is crucial,
as it dictates the structure of the music. The thalam refers to the
time cycle or rhythmic pattern that isfollowed throughout the piece.

o Vocal Performance: Classical Thamizhisai often involves solo vocal
renditions of hymns, songs, and prayersin Tamil. These performances
may be accompanied by instruments like the Veena, Mridangam,
Thavil andNagaswaram.

o Themes: The lyrics of classical Thamizhisai typically focus on
devotion to deities like Shiva, Vishnu (Tiruppaavai), Murugan
(Tiruppugazh), andLakshmi. These compositions are often
philosophical, emphasizing moral values, spiritual teachings, and
historical stories.

2. Bhakti Thamizhisai (Devotional Music)

Bhakti Thamizhisai is a subgenre of Thamizhisai, which focuses on
expressions of love, devotion, and surrender to God. It has played a



weneai Falasari] HAQGIDIIT, (o6l EIITF.HENEOIT a0 ﬁ 301

significant role in the Tamil devotional tradition for centuries and isrooted
in the Bhakti movement, a spiritual and devotional movement in Indiathat
emphasized personal devotion over ritualistic practices.

o Sungin Temples: Bhakti songs are often sung in temples, and their
performance is typically accompanied by devotional dancing and
other rituals. These songs are sung by temple musicians (oduvars)
or priests.

o Poetic Compositions: Many of these songs are composed by saints
and poets, such as the Azhwars and Nayanmars (Tamil poet-saints)
or Tiruvalluvar. Their hymnsfocus on praising the divinity of various
deities, celebrating spiritual knowledge, and expressing surrender
and devotion.

o Instruments: Common instrumentsinclude the Nagaswaram, Thavil,
Mridangam,Veena, and Flute, which create an emotional and reverent
atmosphere. In more modern forms, guitarand harmonium are also
employed.

o Themes: Bhakti songs are centred around the devotional worship
of deities such as Shiva, Vishnu, Murugan, and Lakshmi. They
typically express praise, gratitude, and the longing for the divine.

3. Thevaram and Thiruvacakam (Shaivite Devotional Hymns)

The Thevaramand Thiruvacakam(meaning “divine songs”) are two of
the most important forms of Tamil devotional music that belong to the
Shaiva tradition. Both are considered foundational textsin the worship of
Shivain Tamil Nadu.

The Thevaram consists of hymns composed by the Nayanmars, who
were agroup of Shaiva saintsin Tamil Nadu. These hymns were written in
Tamiland focus on the praise of Shiva.The hymns are typically composed
in various meters(likeAkavaland Viruttam), each designed to be sung in
aparticular melodic or rhythmic pattern. The Thevaram hymnswere sung in
temples, particularly during Shiva worship. The music often accompanies
ritual sandprayers.The Nagaswaram and Thavil are commonly used in
performances of Thevaram hymns, creating arich, ceremonial sound.

Composed by the great Shaiva saint Manickavasagar, the Thiruvacakam
is a collection of devotional poems in Tamil that praise Lord Shiva and
express the poet’sintense love and devotion to the divine. The Thiruvacakam
plays a central role in Shaiva Siddhaantham and is chanted during temple
ceremonies and festivals. It highlights themes of divine grace, devotion,
and the power of Shiva.
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4. Pasurams (Azhwar Hymns)

Pasurams are devotional hymns composed by the Azhwars, who were
Tamil poet-saints devoted to Vishnu. The Pasurams are part of the Divya
Prabandham, a collection of 4,000 hymns dedicated to Vishnu.

o Themes: The Pasuramsare primarily focused on devotion to Vishnu
(or his avatars, particularly Ramaand Krishna) and are often full of
praise, longing, and expressions of love for the deity.

o Melodic Structure: The Pasurams are composed in classical meters
and are often sung in melodic cyclesthat correspond with traditional
ragas.

o Performance: The Pasurams are sung by groups of devotees or
priests in temples, especially in the Vaishnavite tradition.

o Instruments: The Nagaswaram and Thavilare the primary
instruments used during Pasuram performances in temples. Modern
adaptations may incorporate guitars and keyboards for greater
accessibility.

5. Folk Thamizhisai

Folk Thamizhisai isan important form of Tamil devotional music, often
associated with rural areas and traditional festivals. It representsthe spiritual
connection of local communities to the divine through music that is deeply
embedded in Tamil cultural practices.

o Simple and Direct: Folk Thamizhisai is characterized by its
simplicity and directness. The melodies are often easy to understand
and sing, and the lyrics express the devotion and spirituality of
common people in different points of their life.

o Themes: Folk songs often centre around local deities and spiritual
beliefs. The songs can be about worshipping village deities,
celebrating temple festivals, or praising goddesses and gods.

o Performance: Folk songsaretypically sung in groups, often as part
of community festivals, rituals, and worship.

o Instruments: The most common folk instruments used in
Thamizhisai include the Udukkai (a small hand-held drum),
Kundangai (atype of small bell/cymbal), Parai / Thappattai (drum),
Naayanam (Nagaswaram) and the Thavil. Modern forms may
incorporate instruments like the guitar or harmonium.

o Rhythm and Dance: Folk Thamizhisai often accompanies dance
and rituals, adding arhythmic and lively element to the worship.
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6. Tamil Gospel Music

Christian Tamil devotional music (often referred to as Tamil Gospel
Music) represents the influence of Christianity on Tamil culture. It uses
familiar Tamil music traditions while focusing around Christian devotion.

o Themes: The lyrics in Christian Tamil devotional music typically
focus on the worship of Jesus Christ, praise of God, and expressions
of faith and salvation.

o Modern Influences: Christian Tamil devotional music is more
contemporary, often blending Western-styleharmony and
arrangements with Tamil lyrics. This can include choir music, guitar,
drums, and keyboard accompani ment.

o Instruments: The guitarplays a crucial role in modern Christian
Tamil devotional music, along with keyboard, drums, and sometimes
stringsor brass instruments.

o Performance Context: Christian Tamil devotional music is often
performed in church services, prayer meetingsand Christian festivals.

The Role of Guitar in Thamizhisai

The guitar has become a significant and evolving instrument in
Thamizhisai. Traditionally rooted in classical Indian instruments like the
Veena, Nagaswaram, and Kuzhal, the guitar’s introduction into this genre
represents a fusion of Western musical elements with the deep, spiritual
sounds of Tamil devotional music. As it continues to find its place in
different forms of Thamizhisai, the guitar brings new dimensions to the
expression of musical creativity, spiritualityand faith.

Guitar in Classical Thamizhisai (Carnatic Influence)

o Integration with Traditional Music: Although not originally apart
of traditional Thamizhisai, the guitar hasfound itsway into the genre,
especially in fusion performances. In classical Thamizhisai,
particularly in Carnatic music (which heavily influences Tamil
devotional music), the guitar is used to complement traditional
instruments like the Veena, Mridangam, and Nagaswaram. In this
context, the guitar often acts as an accompanying instrument,
providing harmonic support, with its chordal structures enhancing
the melodic lines of vocalists or instrumentalists.

o Improvisation and Fusion: Guitarists in the classical
Thamizhisaiconcerts may incorporate improvised solos and raga-
based melodies, offering a fresh approach to traditional
compositions. Thisaddition brings a modern touch to ancient hymns
and allows for a wider audience, blending the old and the new in a
fusion of styles.
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o Tone and Texture: The distinct tonal qualities of the acoustic/

electric guitar (compared to traditional instruments) introduce a
smoother, more contemporary feel while retaining the sacred,
emotive atmosphere of Tamil Classical/Carnatic music. For instance,
the guitar can be used to play the compositions of Muthutthaandavar,
Manickavasagar, Nayanmars, and other contemporary composerslike
the Thanjai Naalvar, Papanasam Sivan, Harikesanallur Muthiah
Bhagavatharamong othersleveraging the gamakas (nunnisaivugal)as
per the rhythmic thalamcycles, enhancing the depth of the experience
in stage performances.

Guitar in Bhakti and Devotional Music (Thevaram, Thiruvacakam,
Azhwar Hymns)

o Rolein Hymn Singing and Praise Songs: The guitar has become

an incorporated instrument into supporting the forms of bhakti music
and devotional hymns, especially those rooted in Shaiva/Vaishnava
Tamil devotional music.

Melodic Support for Vocals: The guitar provides harmonic backing
for solo and group vocal performances in devotional settings.
Performances of hymns during festivals and special occasions often
feature the guitar playing simple, chordal progressions to support
the melodic lines of hymns or sometimes follow the main singer in
playing the entire hymn together. The instrument helps to sustain
emotional resonance in hymns, where the guitar’s warm, resonant
sound underscores the reverence and deep spirituality foundin the
lyrics.

Guitar in Folk Thamizhisai and Tamil Devotional music

o Fusion of Folk and Western Elements: The guitar has asignificant

role in modern Tamil devotional music, especially in the context of
fusion music. Folk devotional music, which traditionally relied on
instrumentslike the Thavil, Nagaswaram, Mugacchangu (Mohr Sing)
and Kanjira, has begun to incorporate the guitar, particularly in Tamil
devotional music and templefestivals. The guitar’sversatility allows
it to blend seamlessly with rhythmic folk patterns and traditional
tunes, creating a modern twist on older hymns.

Expression of Regional Devotion: In Tamil folk music, devotional
songs may describe the exploits of deities or spiritual storiestied to
local cultures, and the guitar hel psto bring these songsto life through
chordal arrangements and melodic embellishments. This usage of
the guitar gives folk devotional music a more contemporary edge,
making it accessible to younger generations who are more familiar
with Western music influences.
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[m]

Rhythmic and Percussive Functions: In modern folk Thamizhisai,
the bass guitar is used as arhythmic instrument, whereit is strummed
or plucked to maintain the tempo and pulse of the music. Thisallows
it to function in a manner similar to traditional percussion
instruments, while still providing a harmonic base for the music.

Guitar in Contemporary Tamil Film Music

[m]

Integration in Film Songs: The role of the guitar is especially
prominent in Tamil devotional film music, which isapopular genre
for conveying the essence of religious fervour and spirituality
through cinema. The guitar is often used as part of the orchestral
ensemble in devotional and other contemporary soundtracks. It
provides both melodic and harmonic support while complementing
the emotional tone of the lyrics.

Emotional Expression: In Contemporary Tamil film music, the
guitar’s ability to express a range of emotions—joy, devotion,
longing, melancholy—is crucial. For example, in adevotional scene
involving a prayer song, the guitar may be used to create tension or
evoke a sense of longing before resolving into a peaceful or uplifting
resolution. This contrasts with traditional instruments, often used
in amore ritualistic or structural manner.

Guitar in Tamil Gospel Music

[m]

Rolein Church Services: The guitar holds a prominent positionin
Tamil Christian devotional music, particularly during church
services, festivals, and prayer meetings. In Tamil Christian
communities, the guitar is used to accompany choir andgospel songs,
creating an atmosphere of reverence and joy. The guitar, often paired
with the keyboard and drums, supports the vocal harmonies in
choirand solo performances.

Modern Worship Music: In Tamil Christian worship music, the
guitar plays a central role in expressing faith through melodic and
harmonicprogressions. The instrument complements the modern style
of worship music, where contemporary Christian hymns are
reimagined with arock or pop influence, thereby making the music
more relatable to younger worshippers while keeping the spiritual
focus intact.

Evoking Spirituality: The guitar’s soothing tones can also evoke a
deep spiritual experience during devotional momentsin church. The
instrument has the ability to create an atmosphere of prayer and
introspection, often accompanying soft ballads or meditative songs
dedicated to worshiping God.
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Key Functions of the Guitar in Thamizhisai:

o Harmonic Support: The guitar provides the chords and harmonies
that accompany the melodic lines in devotional songs, offering a
harmonic foundation for both vocal and instrumental performances.

o Rhythmic Accompaniment: In folk and modern forms of
Thamizhisai, the lead/bass guitar often serves as a rhythmic
instrument, where strummingor plucking mimics the function of
traditional percussion instruments.

o Fusion of Styles: In modernfusion Thamizhisai, the guitar bridges
the gap between Western and Indian musical traditions, blending
Western scal es, chords, and rhythms with traditional Tamil melodies
and ragas, resulting in a unique fusion of musical styles.

o Emotional Expression: The guitar’'sversatility allowsit to express
a wide range of emotionsin Tamil devotional music, from joy and
celebration to longing and devotion, enhancing the spiritual
experience.

o Unique and new sound: Evolve the traditional music by
incorporating new musical instruments to be able to play
compositions and attract a new set of audiences and listeners to the
genre.

Conclusion:

The diversity within Thamizhisai reflects the rich cultural and spiritual
heritage of Tamil Nadu. From the classicalcompositions of Thevaram and
Thiruvacakam to the folkmusic that arises from rural communities and the
Christiangospel songs, Thamizhisai encompasses a wide spectrum of
musical styles, each with unique characteristics and traditions. The guitar’s
role in Thamizhisai is multifaceted, ranging from harmonicsupport and
rhythmicaccompaniment to emotionalexpression and fusion with modern
and traditional elements. The use of theguitar with traditional forms
demonstrates the adaptive and evolving nature of this vibrant musical
tradition in Thamizhisai. Through its various forms, Thamizhisai continues
to inspire devotion, spiritual reflection, and cultural pride among Tamil-
speaking communities worldwide.The Guitar has successfully found its
place alongside traditional instruments, enriching the performance and
broadening the appeal of Thamizhisai to new generations of listeners and
worshippers.
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